First Presbyterian Church

Our Mission Statement - “We, the First Presbyterian
Church of Rumson, are called by God to be a spiritual and
visible presence by living out our faith and sharing our gifts
among Gods people.”



Third Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025 @ 9:45 AM
Assemble In God's Name

PRELUDE “Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabelle” ... Marc-Antoine Charpentier
~ Offered by Sara Marino and Vince Mottern ~

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

INTROIT “He Shall Feed His Flock™ .............. from G. F. Handel's Messiah
~ Offered by Samantha Blossey and Carly Mcllvaine-York ~

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE FOR JOY
*HYMN #93 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” .................... TRURO

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that we do not know how to prepare for
your Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; we have
ignored the promise of your kingdom; we get distracted by all the
busyness of this season. Forgive us, God. Grant us the wonder of the
shepherds, the courage of the Magi, and the faith of Mary and Joseph,
that we may journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of
a child born for us.

TIME OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*GLORIA PATRI (#581)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

*THE PEACE

You are invited to exchange the peace of Christ, greeting each other
with the words below.




One: The peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.

Listen for God's Word
WELCOME ....ooiiiieeeee ettt e John Garth
OVERTURE TO MESSIAH ......ooooiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e, G. F. Handel
The Prophet Proclaims the Coming of God

SCRIPTURE LESSON ...ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee, Isaiah 40:1-5 (pg. 816 OT)
CHORUS “And the Glory of the Lord™ ............cccveveveeerveannnnne. G. F. Handel

The Prophet Proclaims Good News

SCRIPTURE LESSON ......cccocoviiiiiine. Zephaniah 3:14-20 (pg. 1073 OT)
CHORUS “O Thou That Tellest Good Tidings to Zion™ ........... G. F. Handel

The Prophet Proclaims the Coming of Messiah

SCRIPTURE LESSON ..o Isaiah 9:2-7 (pg. 780 OT)
CHORUS “For Unto Us a Child is BOYN" ..ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaeeannn. G. F. Handel

The Apostle John Proclaims the Victory of Christ

SCRIPTURE LESSON .....cccoovviiiiieieenen. Revelation 1:1,3-4 (pg. 297 NT)

*HYMN #119 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (Vs. 1 & 2) ........cuueeun....
MENDELSSOHN

Respond to God

WE GIVE OUR OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Fantasia on Greensleeves” ....... Ralph Vaughan
Williams
~ Offered by Flutes: Karen Colabaugh & Sara Marino;
String Quartet: Francine Bloom, Chris Bonardi, Nicole Scorsone &
Tina Wagner ~

*THE DOXOLOGY (#607)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;




Praise Holy Spirit ever more;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Go in God’s Name

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

You are invited to raise your hand if you have a joy or concern to share aloud.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

... (Unison) Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen

*HALLELUJAH CHORUS ......cccooiiiiieeeeeeee G. F. Handel

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “Good King Wenceslas™ .............. Jason Mason Neale/Thomas
Helmore

~ Offered by Vince Mottern ~

Many thanks to the choir and guests!
Sopranos: Mara Campolattaro, Elizabeth Luthringer, Carly Mcllvaine-
York, Suzanne Parmly
Altos: Samantha Blossey, Karen Colabaugh, Sara Marino, Anita Waters
Tenors: Doug MacLean, Chris Nicosia, Keith Presty
Bass: John Garth, Thomas Kane, Vince Mottern
String Quartet: Francine Bloom, Chris Bonardi, Nicole Scorsone, Tina
Wagner

*Please stand as you are able.
# Indicates song in Glory to God (The Presbyterian Hymnal)



