
 
Welcome to this gathering of believers.  We are pleased that you are visiting us today 
and pray that you may find renewed grace and peace through our time together. If there 
is anything we can do to enhance your time, we are here to help. Just ask one of our 
ushers or anyone in the congregation. We invite you to fill out a Visitor Card (yellow card 
in the pew racks) and put it onto our collection plate, that we may follow up if you so 
indicate. Go to our website (www.rumsonpresbyterian.org) to find out more about us. We 
are happy you joined us and look forward to seeing you again. 

 

Seventh Sunday of Easter – June 1, 2025 
Worship at 9:45 am 

Sermon: “A Call to Great Things!” 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

So unofficially after last weekend, the summer season has begun and we are looking 
ahead to new events and adventures.  Clearly so for you who are FPC Rumson.  You all 
look forward to the conclusion of this Transition Time and the new beginnings under new 
Pastoral leadership.  I have penned a longer final note in a farewell mood below.  And I 
intend for this Sunday and my final with you, next week, June 8, to offer some 
encouraging affirmations of faith and an admonition that you count on them, and 
embrace them! I hope you are glad to be in worship to reflect this Sunday! 

 

Timely Farewell Tidings from Your Interim Pastor 
June, 2025 

As I come into what I know are my final days in your company, a couple of prompts are in 
my mind.  The first is a line from Psalm 31.15: 

“Our times are in your hands, O Lord.” 

The second is from an old Simon and Garfunkel tune:  

“Time it was – and what a time it was – It was…  
 A time of innocence – a time of confidences… 
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Long ago, it must be, I have a photograph; 
Preserve your memories – (And they will guide you!)” 

That song has been in my mind of late - probably because 55 years ago I was on the Senior 
Class High School Yearbook team and we took that tune for our graduation theme.  Also, 
because of timing here.  And really, it’s the Time reference which garners attention.   I’ve 
been stewing a lot these days on the Times for you who are FPC Rumson.    

‘Our times are in your hands, O Lord.’  says the Psalmist.  Which is good news for these 
pensive hours for our world and its people – and a good time to reaffirm that God is with 
us no matter what the matters are that concern us.  

‘Our times are in your hands, O Lord.’  I hold that up as a positive affirmation as you look 
to the conclusion of this Transitional Time in congregational life.   I say again that you of 
FPC are blessed with talented and committed leaders at all levels.  From Staff - what a joy 
it has been to serve alongside your very capable team of Steve Buchanan, Andreea Fagen 
and Angel Carabello, as well as Rebecca Dorn and Betty Ann Berube; and to partner with 
the Session and all of you members.  As I’ve noted, you are as capable a community of 
Faith as I’ve ever known and are poised on a solid past to live into a fruitful future.  In that 
regard, there is a blessed anticipation for the arrival of your new Pastor, The Rev. Dr. 
Whitney Bayer, and with her, to commence the next chapter in your faithful family life!   

‘Our times are in your hands, O Lord.’   For my part, participation in your congregational 
life in this transitional season has been a personal blessing indeed.  It has been an honor 
and a privilege to serve you in this unique role.  And Franny does join me be to most 
grateful for the opportunity – and the support!   

Moving on - from my conversations with Staff, Leaders and members all, your memories 
of being FPC are rich and fulsome.  Photographs abound.  Preserve them - Bank on them.  
And with them, anticipate that your Open Future is in God’s Hands.   Blessedly so as you 
look forward to God’s good guidance and capable Pastoral leadership for these, as for all 
your days!   

With Gratitude for what we have shared, I am, Faithfully Yours one more Time!                  
Rev. Nick Van Gombos, Interim Pastor 

 

Meeting of the Congregation: Today, Sunday, June 1st 

There shall be a meeting of the congregation in the sanctuary immediately following 
today’s service to receive the report of the nominating committee for church officers, 
elect new elders, and receive the financial report for the preceding year. 

 



 

June 8th is Our Interim Pastor Nick Van Gombos’s Final Sunday 
Join Us for a Church Picnic to Celebrate Our Time with Nick and Franny! 

This year our church picnic will take place next Sunday, June 8th immediately following 
the service. This year’s picnic will be catered, so Mary Kiningham asks that you let her 
know if you will be attending. You can reach her at mkiningham@gmail.com to RSVP or if 
you have any questions. 

 

We Are a People in Mission! 
Lunch Break 

Mission Commission continues to accept food donations for Lunch 
Break. Their need for donated food has dramatically increased now 
because of sudden substantially reduced funding. Here’s what they 
urgently need: 

Non-Perishable Food: Canned beans, dried beans, low-sodium canned soup (chicken, 
vegetable, and tomato), oatmeal, canned meals (spaghetti, ravioli, chili), canned chicken, 
canned tuna, canned vegetables (corn, peas, carrots), low-sugar applesauce, and almond 
or oat milk. 

Toiletries and Supplies: Toothbrushes & toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, body wash, 
dish soap (smaller sizes), laundry detergent, baby diapers (sizes 2-6), baby wipes, and 
adult diapers (women sizes L, XL, XXL). 

Game and Book Drive for Malawi Students 

Malawi is known as ‘The Heart of Africa’ and is also one of the very poorest countries in 
the world. I am collecting items for two schools in a village in Malawi.  

For a boys’ weekday boarding high school I am collecting travel games for the boys to play 
in their free time in the evenings. Examples include, but definitely not limited to, Uno and 
other card games, travel Connect 4, word searches, checkers, and backgammon and 
puzzles 100-500 pieces.  

In another school for youngsters ages 3-6, their teacher is asking for books about animals, 
planets, dinosaurs, numbers, etc.  

I will be taking these items with me on my visit to Malawi. Please leave items in the bin in 
the narthex until June 25. Thank you! Lee Clay 


