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Our Mission Statement - “We, the Tirst Presbyterian
Church of Rumson, are called by God to be a spiritual and
visible presence by living out our faith and sharing our gifts
among God’s people.”



Second Sunday of Easter

April 27, 2025 @ 9:45 AM
Assemble In God's Name
PRELUDE “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme ” BWV 140 (*'Sleepers Awake")
J. S. Bach
ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL
INTROIT “Join In The DanCe ™ ......coccccvveeviieeviiee e, Dan Schutte

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Leader: Grace to you and peace from the One who is and who was and
who is to come.
People: We gather in the name of Jesus Christ, the faithful witness
and firstborn of the dead.
Leader: God calls us to proclaim our Easter faith, to put our trust in a
reality as yet unseen.
People: In Christ we know the peace of God and freedom from the
fears that might bind us.
Leader: Receive the Holy Spirit and recognize your call. God meets and
empowers you even here and now.

People: We come to renew our place among God’s Easter people.
Leader:  Amen. Let us worship God.
*HYMN #248 “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” .............. HYMN TO JOY

*LITANY FOR EASTERTIDE (Responsive)
Leader:  Following his resurrection, Christ appeared in a new and glorified
body,
People: Whereby He testified to the fact that His spiritual presence
would always be with His followers.
Leader: As He appeared to Mary Magdalene heavy with tears of sorrow,
He revealed to her that He had conquered death.



People: May the spirit of the risen Christ comfort us in our sorrows

and remind us of the promise of abundant life.

Leader: As He revealed His mysterious presence to those who walked on
the road to Emmaus with downcast hearts, He lifted them to new
hope.

People: May the spirit of the risen Christ bring hope to all who call

upon Him in the midst of discouragement and defeat.

Leader: As He prepared the disciples for His departure, He assured them
that His spiritual presence would always be with them, to act on
His behallf.

People: May the spirit of the risen Christ speak to us, as He did to His

disciples long ago “Lo, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.” Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI (#581)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

*THE PEACE

Listen for God's Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT READING ................... Psalm 118:14-20 (pg. 695 OT)
GOSPEL READING ..o John 20:19-29 (pg. 141 NT)

SERMON “Let’s Take It from Thomas!” ... Rev. E. Nicholas Van Gombos
*HYMN #233 “The Day of Resurrection!” ..........cccccoovnenn, LANCASHIRE

Respond to God

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OUR LIVES IN PRAYER
“The Lord’s Prayer” ..............cccccovoveiiveiieiieiieiieesieeseesennnns Spoken




WE GIVE OUR OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Yours Today ™ .......ccccceevvveieeninennnn, Rory Cooney

*THE DOXOLOGY (#607)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit ever more;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Go in God's Name
*HYMN #246 “Christ Is Alive!” (VsS. 1,2 & 5) wocoevveveieceeeeen, TRURO

*RESPONSIVE EASTERTIDE BENEDICTION
Leader:  With the stone rolled away came emptiness,
People: Of a tomb that held the crucified, of the space once filled with
death, now pointing us to the greater truth of God’s grace.
Leader:  With the stone rolled away came Light,
People: To illuminate the darkness; to dispel the shadows; to radiate
with the beams of new hope.
Leader:  With the stone rolled away comes a Future,
All: With a truth that outshines the ages; space to be filled with the
kingdom of God; the company of those who through all time
confess Jesus Christ is Risen today. Alleluia! Amen.

POSTLUDE “Inthe Bulb There Isa Flower” .........ccoovveeeeeeenenn. PROMISE

*Please stand as you are able.
# Indicates song in Glory to God (The Presbyterian Hymnal)
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