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Our Mission Statement - “We, the First Presbyterian Church 
of Rumson, are called by God to be a spiritual and visible 
presence by living out our faith and sharing our gifts among 
God’s people.” 

 



 

Ash Wednesday 
 & The Entry into Lent 

March 5, 2025 : 7:30 P.M. 
 

PRELUDE "What Wondrous Love Is This"  ..........................  WONDROUS LOVE 

~ Offered by Suzanne Parmly ~ 

CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF APPROACH (Responsive) 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel, saying, “The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the 

Good News. I have come that you might have life; and have it 

abundantly.” 

People: We come before you O Lord, this Ash Wednesday, the 

beginning of Lent, to hear God’s word, to confess our sins, and 

to be strengthened in our faith that we might live more holy 

lives. 

Leader: Together let us pray. 

People: Almighty and everlasting God, you reject nothing you have 

made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create and 

make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting 

our sins and acknowledging our brokenness, may obtain of you, 

the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

*HYMN ##2138 “Sunday’s Palms are Wednesday’s Ashes” (Sing the Faith)   
BEACH SPRING 

 

 



 

 

PENITENTIAL PSALM 51 (Responsive) 

Leader: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

People: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 

my sin. 

Leader: Against you, you alone, I have sinned, and done what is evil in your 

sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless in your 

judgement. 

People: Behold you desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me 

wisdom in my secret heart. 

Leader: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me , and I shall be 

whiter than snow. 

People: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 

spirit within me. 

Leader: Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your holy spirit 

from me. 

People: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain me in a 

willing spirit. 

Leader: Then I will teach transgressors your ways and sinners will return to 

Thee. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  .........................................  Matthew 6:1-21 (Sel.)(pg. 6 NT) 

MEDITATION “The Heart of the Matter”  .....  Rev. E. Nicholas Van Gombos 

SOLO “Ashes”  .................................................................................  Tom Conry 

 

 

 



 

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LENTEN 

DISCIPLINE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

THE INVITATION 

(Come forward, if you wish, to receive ashes on forehead or hand) 

PRAYER OF BLESSING 

*HYMN #729 “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”  . I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

*Please stand as you are able. 

# Indicates song in Glory to God (The Presbyterian Hymnal) 

## Indicates song in Sing the Faith (Pew Edition) 

Music offered by Vince Mottern 

 

Rev. E. Nicholas Van Gombos: Interim Pastor 

Ministers of the Church: 

All members 

Staff: 

Andreea Fegan: Director of Music 

Steve Buchanan: Office Administrator 

Betty Ann Berube: Financial Secretary 

Angel Caraballo: Sexton 

 

Rumson Presbyterian Church 

 P.O. Box 399 * Rumson, New Jersey 07760 

Phone (732) 842-0429 * Fax (732) 933-4918 

Website: www.rumsonpresbyterian.org 

 
 

http://www.rumsonpresbyterian.org/

