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Our Mission Statement - “We, the First Presbyterian 
Church of Rumson, are called by God to be a spiritual and 
visible presence by living out our faith and sharing our gifts 
among God’s people.” 

 

 
 



 
The Gospel in Popular Culture 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 26, 2025 @ 9:45 AM 

Assemble In God's Name 

PRELUDE Sonata in A Major, K.208; L. 238  .................  Domenico Scarlatti 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

INTROIT “My Lord, What a Morning”  ...................................   Jay Althouse 

~ Offered by Suzanne Parmly ~ 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)  ................................. From Genesis 1 

Leader: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, 

People:  The earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face 

of the deep, 

Leader: While a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

People:  Then God said, “Let there be light” – and there was light! 

Leader: Amen. Let us worship God. 

*HYMN #757 “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples” (Vs. 1, 3 & 4)  ...  
KINGSFOLD 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive) 

 O God of Mercy and justice hear our prayers for forgiveness 

and challenge us to new deeds. You created all people in your image, but 

we do not always acknowledge the astonishing variety of races and 

cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of 

friendship and show us your presence in those who differ most from us, 

until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for all your 

children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 



 

 

TIME OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI (#581) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,   

 world without end.  Amen, Amen.  

*THE PEACE 

Listen for God's Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  ........................  Psalm 13 (Sel., pg. 609 OT)  

GOSPEL READING  ................................................  John 3:1-9 (pg. 114 NT)  

SERMON “The Gospel Speaks in Popular Culture: How Long??”  ............   

Rev. E. Nicholas Van Gombos 

*SONG “Blowin’ in the Wind” (See insert)  ................................  Bob Dylan 

Respond to God 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

SHARING OUR LIVES IN PRAYER 

 “The Lord’s Prayer”  ................................................................  Spoken 

WE GIVE OUR OFFERING  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Better Than a Hallelujah”  ................  Amy Grant 

*THE DOXOLOGY (#607) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ, all people here below; 

 Praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 



 

Go in God’s Name 

*HYMN #306 “Blest Be the Ties That Bind” (Vs. 1, 3, 5)  ..............  DENNIS 

~ For the Church ~ 

BENEDICTION 

CALL TO THE ANNUAL MEETING 

 

 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

# Indicates song in Glory to God (The Presbyterian Hymnal) 
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