Announcements and Church Information
For the week of Sunday, February 2nd, 2025

Welcome to this gathering of believers. We are pleased that you are visiting us today
and pray that you may find renewed grace and peace through our time together. If there
is anything we can do to enhance your time, we are here to help. Just ask one of our
ushers or anyone in the congregation. We invite you to fill out a Visitor Card (yellow card
in the pew racks) and put it onto our collection plate, that we may follow up if you so
indicate. Go to our website (www.rumsonpresbyterian.org) to find out more about us. We
are happy you joined us and look forward to seeing you again.
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The Gospel Speaks in Popular Culture

A Sermon Series for Winter 2025

A reminder that the recent film on folk legend Bob Dylan, as well as a notification of this
summer’s dates for his concerts... That and the 55th Anniversary of Woodstock last
summer... Along with reviewing sub themes of Lord of the Rings with a grandson, and the
occasions for current/contemporary songs in worship — all got your Interim Pastor to
thinking. How do these and other cultural expressions stir up connections with themes
of our Faith?? On these next few Winter Sundays, we’ll work to warm ourselves by lifting
up songs and story lines from the popular culture which bring Gospel messages to us in
surprising ways. We began last Sunday with a sermon inspired by Dylan’s signature tune,
‘Blowin’ in the Wind’ the fourth guitar tune | ever learned with my 7th grade ‘axe.” We
continue this Sunday with what strikes me and many as the most significant ‘protest song’
of the era: “The Times They Are a Changin’” And oh my the message rings too true. You'll
want to be here!

Enrichment — Study Opportunity Is Offered! RNOWING
7 Part Bible Study — “Knowing God!”

Led by Interim Pastor, Nick Van Gombos
Early February and into March (Lent)
Several Possible Times - TBD: Sunday AM, Weekday AM or Evening

One of the most engaging pieces of my pastoral ministry has been enriching Bible Study
using the resources of The Kerygma Program. My leadership of said studies began early



in my ministry and continued through each congregation | was privileged to serve. Over
time | became, first a regional leader for the Program, and then for 7 years | was called to
be Kerygma’s President with evangelist for Adult Bible Study as my focus!

And now it is my joy to offer you an opportunity to participate with me in fulfilling and
life renewing study using my favorite 7 Session resource, “Knowing God!” Here is the
description for the study | penned in my past role, still in use today:

God'’s people carried questions about their Creator which are mirrored in the Scriptures.
They wondered: What is God’s true nature? Can we trust God to be loving, fair, and just?
How can we know the unknowable God? We wonder, too! We explore these and other
guestions which shape our faithful inquiry yet today.

Each participant is encouraged to purchase a Student Resource Book for an hour or so of
personal preparation prior to each roughly hour group Session.

| suggest the following as possible times for Study Sessions together:

. Sunday Morning following Coffee Hour
J A Weekday Morning — either Monday or Wednesday
J Wednesday Evening

How to let me know and sign on?? | invite you to send an email reply stating when you
would be able and eager to attend. OR Sign on Sunday with a Sign Up sheet available in
the church entry.

My eagerness to share this growth experience with you is such that | will lead as many
sessions as you will attend. Sign on and let’s enjoy this unique opportunity together!
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We Are a People in Mission!

Rise Against Hunger Meal Packaging Event
Today (February 2™) following the service

o . We are once again hosting the Rise Against Hunger meal
R\’ Se packaging event in Wilson Hall! We are packing 10,216 meals

\’ to be shipped overseas for at-risk populations including school
AGAINST HUNGER  children and those in remote villages. The Rise Against Hunger

team is bring the materials, music, stylish hairnets, and stories of real impact to energize
our volunteers for approximately two hours of fun and community building.

We would love to have you join us after the service today as we work together to achieve
this goal. A light lunch will be offered. Come one, come all!



