First Presbyterian Church

Our Mission Statement - “We, the First Presbyterian
Church of Rumson, are called by God to be a spiritual and
visible presence by living out our faith and sharing our gifts
among God’s people.”



Second Sunday of Advent

A Service of Lessons and Carols
December 8, 2024 @ 9:45 AM
Assemble In God's Name

PRELUDE “Come, Thou Long-EXpected JESUS ™ .......cceovvruerierienieriesieniesee e STUTTGART

RINGING OF THE BELL

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “Of the Father's Love Begotten” .............. Plainsong 13th century, setting by Craig
Courtney

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE FOR PEACE ......cccccveiviienne. The Garth Family

*HYMN #88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Vs.1,6 & 7) ..cccceveeenne. VENI EMMANUEL

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Merciful God, always with us, always coming anew; we confess that we do
not know how to prepare for Your Advent. If we have forgotten how to hope
in miracles; if we have ignored the promise of Your kingdom; if we get
distracted by all the busyness of these days — forgive us. Grant us the simple
wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of the Magi, and the patient
faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may journey with them to Bethlehem and
find the good news of a child born. Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask
You to make us ready for His coming.

TIME OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*REFRAIN FROM “Angels We Have Heard on High”
*THE PEACE

A Service of Lessons and Carols

Our Story of Promise and Praise

Lesson 1: Malachi 3:1-3 “The Promised Messenger”
Carol: #106 “Prepare the Way”

Lesson 2: Micah 5:2-2a “Promise of a Humble Ruler”
Carol: #140 “Once in Royal David’s City” (Vs. 1 & 2)




Lesson 3: lIsaiah 7:10-15 “A Promised Sign”
Choir: “Creator of the Stars of Night”

Lesson 4: Luke 1:26-38 “The Angel Gabriel Predicts a Promise”
Carol: #101 “No Wind at the Window” (Vs. 1, 2 & 4)

Lesson 5: Matthew 1:18-25 “The Promise Fulfilled”
Carol: #110 “Love Has Come”

Lesson 6: Galatians 4:4-5 “The Promise Interpreted”
Carol: #146 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

Respond to God
WE GIVE OUR OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Chorale from Cantata No. 140" .............. Johann Sebastian Bach
~ Offered by Sara Marino ~

*THE DOXOLOGY (#607)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Holy Spirit ever more;

Praise Christ, all people here below; Praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Amen.
Go in God’s Name

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OUR LIVES IN PRAYER

“The Lord’s Prayer” ... Spoken
*HYMN #105 “People, Look East” (VS. 1,4 & 5) .ccoocvvviiniieieiece e BESANCON
*CHARGE AND BLESSING (Responsive)

Leader: May the Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope,

People: The Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace,

Leader: The Heart of Christmas, which is Love.

People: The Gift of Christmas, which is Joy

Leader: Be born anew in each of us this year.

POSTLUDE “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” ........cccoovivnininnenieneeie e, TRURO

Many thanks to the choir and guests!

*Please stand as you are able.
# Indicates song in Glory to God (The Presbyterian Hymnal)
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