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Our Mission Statement - “We, the Tirst Presbyterian
Church of Rumson, are called by God to be a spiritual and
visible presence by living out our faith and sharing our gifts
among God’s people.”



First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2024 @ 9:45 AM

Assemble In God's Name
PRELUDE “Of the Father's Love Begotten” ........ccccoovvvevieienienienn DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL
INTROIT “A Carol for AQVENT” ... Gilbert M. Martin

~ Offered by Suzanne Parmly ~
* LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE FOR HOPE

*HYMN #88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (NVS. 1 -3) .....ccocovveennnne. VENI EMMANUEL

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive)

Leader: If the Spirit of Christmas were with us every day, how might our lives be different.

People: We might forget what we have done for others and remember what others
have done for us.

Leader: We might look beyond people’s faces to their hearts, hungry for love and

acceptance.

People: We might realize that our reason for living is not what we can get out of
life, but what we are going to give.

Leader: We might forget our petty differences and reach out to heal a broken friendship.

People: We might move from observing Christmas day, to living the Spirit of
Christmas every day.

All: Lord, forgive us when we have failed to allow your Spirit to guide our lives

and direct us anew this Advent — in Jesus’ name. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*REFRAIN FROM “Angels We Have Heard on High”

*THE PEACE
Listen for God's Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
GOSPEL READING .....coviiiiieieciece e Matthew 24:36-44 (pg. 33 NT)
SERMON “Last Things First” .......cccccvivvieviinieniesiene e, Rev. E. Nicholas Van Gombos

*HYMN #82 “Come, Thou Long-Expected JESUS™ .......ccccvevviiveienivereiierieseenns HYFRYDOL



Respond to God

WE GIVE OUR OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM “This Do in Remembrance of Me” ..........cccccee... Judy Hunnicutt
*THE DOXOLOGY (#607)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  Praise Holy Spirit ever more;

Praise Christ, all people here below; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
The Sacrament of Communion

INVITATION

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: ... who forever sing to the glory of your name:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
THE LORD’S PRAYER ...ttt Spoken
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE GIVING OF THE CUP

Go in God’s Name
*HYMN #104 “O Lord, How Shall | Meet You” .........ccoco...... VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

*CHARGE AND BLESSING (Responsive)

Leader: May the Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope,
People: The Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace,
Leader: The Heart of Chjristmas, which is Love.
People: The Gift of Christmas, which is Joy
Leader: Be born anew in each of us this year.

POSTLUDE “Prepare the Way, O ZION" ........cccooevvvninieninennnns BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN

*Please stand as you are able
# Indicates song in Glory to God (The Presbyterian Hymnal).
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