Announcements and Church Information
For the week of Sunday, December 1, 2024

Welcome to this gathering of believers. We are pleased that you are visiting us today
and pray that you may find renewed grace and peace through our time together. If there
is anything we can do to enhance your time, we are here to help. Just ask one of our
ushers or anyone in the congregation. We invite you to fill out a Visitor Card (yellow card
in the pew racks) and put it in our collection plate, that we may follow up if you so
indicate. Go to our website (www.rumsonpresbyterian.org) to find out more about us. We
are happy you joined us and look forward to seeing you again.
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An overall theme for Fall 2024: “Come, Grow with Us!”

The “Come, Grow with Us!” theme is affirmed by Session and offered as a means to focus
the congregation’s energies as well as an invitation to the community into another year
of faithful living. The mood is anchored in a theme text from Luke 2:52 — “And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature - and in favor with God and his fellows.”
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First Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “Last Things First”

Actually the first thing today is a ‘Welcome to the New Church Year!” You probably knew
that — First Sunday of Advent — Day to start the ‘church calendar’ over again. That’s why
Advent — which means variously the coming, or the revealing — is a celebration of God’s
being among us in the person of Jesus. We’re encouraged in these days to ‘Wake up — Be
alert — Get ready.” And following the prompts of our ancestors, we focus on thoughts of
last things on this first day.
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Invitation to a Study for Advent: “The Weary World Rejoices!”
Wednesdays, Dec. 4 — 18 @ 7:00pm in the Monroe Lounge

A web-based devotional to Prepare for Christmas in your Heart! No prework needed. If
interested, contact Linda Goeddel by phone: 732-778-1115 or email: linda@goeddel.com



mailto:linda@goeddel.com

0000000000000 0000000000

We Are a People in Mission!
Matthew 25 Ministries’ “Pill Bottle Drive”

We are collecting Empty Plastic Prescription and Over-the-Counter Pill Bottles to donate
to Matthew 25 Ministries. Matthew 25 Ministries uses the empty plastic pill bottles for
inclusion in shipments of medical supplies. This fulfills the dual needs of improving
medical care in developing countries and caring for our environment.

Place your empty pill containers with tops in the basket on the counter in the Narthex.
You may remove any personal information on the bottles. We will clean them and ship
them to Matthew 25 Ministries.

“Project Unhoused” Winter Clothing Drive

Project Unhoused is an organization started by Zac Levy, one of our 2024 Peacemaking
Award recipients. Zac’s organization is collecting new and gently used blankets, coats,
pillows, hats and gloves. All donations will be given directly to the local homeless
population. Donations can be dropped off in the marked bin in the narthex.

Other Holiday Mission News

Our small yet mighty congregation provided 28 bags of holiday cheer for families as part
of the Lunch Break/Family Promise 'Adopt a Family' campaign! Thank you sincerely for
those of you who participated in this important mission!

We also provided monies to Aslan Youth Ministries to support their Christmas gift
purchases. In years past, members of our church would make purchases based on
recommendations from Aslan organizers, but we have shifted to providing dollars as a
means to maximize their flexibility.

We are also making purchases through the Presbyterian Giving Catalog which provides
over 40 gift options that represent a variety of causes for families and communities. The
catalog opens with this statement on Grace and Gratitude: It is our gratitude for Gods'
grace that moves us to join in God's mission in the world, with ministries of love and
justice, reconciliation and peace. Join us! Peruse the catalog and give online through
presbyteriangifts.org
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Unique Christmas Lessons and Carols Service
Sunday, December 8, 2024 @ 9:45 AM

Cantata Sunday Service
Special highlights from Handel’s Messiah
With a special Coffee Hour following
Sunday, December 15, 2024 @ 9:45 AM

| Christmas Eve Services
@ e With special music and candle lighting

\ ’Tuesday, December 24, 2024 @ 4:30 PM and 8:00 PM




