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When I’m Sixty-Four  
by Parson John 

Oak Leaves 

 A funny thing happened after many of my friends started turning sixty-four. I’m sure that 
this is not limited to me. I would make a fuss that we all sing The Beatles’ song, “When I’m 
Sixty-Four.” To help us with our faulty memories and less than perfect voices, a cell phone or 
computer can quickly bring the original recording to the party. By the way, “Birthday” by The 
Beatles also gets a party moving pretty well.  
 I’m not sure why “When I’m Sixty-Four” holds such importance for me. When I first heard 
it, I was probably about ten or eleven and sixty-four must have seemed like a number that I 
would never reach. But some years ago, it hit me that I was soon to arrive at this threshold. 
Not that it is magical. Sixty or sixty-five or seventy are at least as significant. But for whatev-
er reason, I am excited to sit with some loved ones and belt out this song. As I write, the offi-
cial party is scheduled for tonight. Sedona and I have been rehearsing this song for months 
and she likes to interpret it with dance. I have told a few people that I don’t want much for 
my birthday, just an appearance from Paul McCartney to sing it for me. As my son Chandler 
said, “Yeah, that’s not gonna happen.” I suppose he is right. I’ll let you know. But one thing I 
know: it will be played and sung as part of my celebration and I will smile, wondering, “How 
did I get here?” 
 Honestly, I am pleased to get here. It means that I have experienced a lot. I hope it 
means that I have grown and deepened my journey with God in the mystery which is our 
life. But each stage of life brings its distinctive work and the work of a sixty-four-year-old is 
different from the work of a forty-four-year-old or a twenty-four-year-old or a ninety-four-
year-old. What is more difficult for us to see sometimes in our anxiety is that the work of 
whatever stage we are at is all one work. 
 I have been preparing to turn sixty-four my entire life. I am better prepared to seek God 
now than ever before. This is not to say that I am prepared to do it well, just that I have been 
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learning as I go along and preparing for what comes next. And one thing that a long life will 
teach us is that we can never fully know what lies ahead and that the magic is to be found in 
each present moment. Can we practice, then, being present to each moment? 
 Eventually, the present moment leads us to death and I think about this reality often, be-
cause I have a deep desire to die well—fully conscious and present to this great mystery that 
will greet us all. As I sit in Centering Prayer each day, I practice letting go into each moment 
and experience an unmistakable presence which fills each moment. I know that it is present 
even when I am unable to access it directly. And that presence is love and depth and beauty. 
That presence is God. 
 So, what is sixty-four in the face of such mystery and love? It is just a drop in the bucket. 
We are all just a drop in the infinite ocean of God. But we matter—all of us. We matter 
deeply to this mysterious presence, and the fact that we get to participate in it is worthy of 
celebration no matter what number is attached to us. To this great gift of life! See you in 
church, just a bit older than before!  

Worshipping Together in May 

Continued on next page... 

Note: Except where noted, both online (Zoom) and limited in-person worship options are 
available at this time.  

Sunday, May 2nd, 2021 @ 9:45 AM 
Sermon: "Love and Fear" by Rev. John W. Monroe III 
Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21 and John 15:1-8 
John makes Christ’s love the measure of human life. We are to be so connected to Christ, 
who is love, that Christ’s nature becomes our nature. Once Christ’s love nature embeds in 
us, fear is overcome.  

Sunday, May 9th, 2021 @ 9:45 AM 
Sermon: "Chosen for What?" by Rev. John W. Monroe III 
Scripture: Acts 10:44-48 and John 15:9-17  
In Jesus’ farewell discourse, he tells his followers that he chose them, they did not choose 
him. Acts records how the Holy Spirit chose to fall upon a Gentile audience before they be-
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came baptized and followers. If we are chosen by God, what are we chosen to do and be-
come? John gives us many clues.  

Sunday, May 16th, 2021 @ 9:45 AM 
Sermon: "Preparing for Change" by Rev. John W. Monroe III 
Scripture: Acts 1:15:17 and John 17:6-19 
Both texts are anticipating change and preparing for it. We too have lived through a year of 
dramatic change and are preparing for what is emerging. How might these texts guide us in 
our preparations?  

Sunday, May 23rd, 2021 @ 9:45 AM 
Sermon: "Spirit People" by Rev. John W. Monroe III 
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 and Romans 8:22-27  
What God is up to in the human experiment is cosmic in scope. It is the personalization of 
the universe, the manifestation of God’s heart and Spirit in the creation through us. The hu-
man future, in God, is for us to become Spirit people.  

Sunday, May 30th, 2021 @ 9:45 AM 
Sermon: "God is a Verb" by Rev. John W. Monroe III 
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8 and John 3:1-17  
The Trinity witnesses to God’s transcendent mystery and to God’s dynamic nature and its 
implications for us. An authentic encounter with God changes our lives.   

For updates & more services, visit rumsonpresbyterian.org/upcoming-services 

Church School 

Hello All, 

Happy May! We will be having an in-person session on May 2nd. I’ll also be arranging and 
handing out flowers on Mother's Day if any of the kids would like to help.  

Thank you, 
Marie, Church School Director  



 

Mission News 

The Mission Commission had a very good and heartening problem to solve this month!  We 
received so many exceptional applications for the Peacemaking Scholarship offered to area 
high school seniors that we decided to expand the number of scholarship recipients from 
two to five!  We will invite these young citizens to join our services in May and June to share 
their stories.   

Gwendolyn Love zoomed into our service on April 18th to express her gratitude for the May 
Mission Envelop donations to be directed to Lunch Break.  We are thrilled to demonstrate 
our commitment and support for their critical mission and we thank you in advance for your 
generosity.  Given the crucial role of the FulFill food bank during this pandemic, we will be 
donating quarterly to the organization and approved our second quarter donation of 
$1,500.00. 

Finally, the Mission Commission approved a donation to the George Giffin Memorial Fund 
established by former RFH students in memory of a most extraordinary teacher and a cher-
ished member of our church.  The fund is proposed 'to encourage innovation and school 
spirit through supporting student and teacher generated grants that provide educational 
service in the sciences, character education, community service and dance to highlight the 
legacy of this outstanding teacher and mentor.'  Many members of our congregation 
(including myself) were fortunate enough to have known this exuberant, inclusive, wise and 
witty teacher as it was impossible to be a student at RFH and not have interaction with Mr. 
Giffin.  His spirit, enthusiasm and encouragement built community.  It is what the world 
needs now. 

Mission Commission meets the fourth Monday of each month at 7:30pm.  Please join when-
ever you are able to share your ideas. 

Anita Waters, Mission Chair  



 

Adult Nurture 

Wisdom Wednesdays: Beginning either April 21 or 28, depending on the 
completion of our class on Cynthia Bourgeault’s book Eye of the Heart, our 
Wednesday Wisdom meetings will begin an exploration of Matthew Fox’s 
book, Julian of Norwich: Wisdom in a Time of Pandemic—and Beyond. We 
are looking forward to a beginning exploration of the mystical visions of 
Julian of Norwich. Living as she did in a time of pandemic, Fox uses her in-
sights to help us consider a deeper and more creative response to our own 
time of global pandemic. Our meetings are most Wednesdays from 7:00 – 
8:30 PM on our Zoom platform.  

Church News 

Racial Equity : Exploring White Privilege and Anti-Racism  

Our next meeting is scheduled for May 17 at 7pm. We will be joined by Rev. 
Alonzo Johnson, Coordinator for Self Development of People (SDOP), a min-
istry of the Presbyterian Church (PCUSA). Here is a link to an article from 
several years ago when Alonzo first joined SDOP https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-coordinator-self-development-
people-seeks-engage-presbyterians/, which will give you an idea of the 
work that he does. He grew up in Newark and Hillside.   



 Protocols for Reopening at Rumson Presbyterian Church  

As our church leadership discerns how and when to allow in-person gatherings, we affirm 
our commitment to every person’s safety and to the service and wellbeing of the communi-
ty of which we are a part.  We acknowledge that we are part of a church and community in 
which different needs and perspectives exist side-by-side.  Just as we believe that Christ sees 
and values all, so we affirm our conviction that, as Christ’s body, we are called to see and 
value all in this challenging time of global pandemic.  Our commitment as Presbyterians is to 
seek the mind of Christ in all that we do and in creating and administering these protocols 
for in-person gatherings on church property. 

Virtual worship will continue to be offered for the foreseeable future. 

Protocols 

1. We will not allow more than 30 people in the sanctuary for worship. 

2. The date of our first in-person worship service of the new year will be February 28, 2021 
at 9:45 AM. 

3. All participants will be required to wear masks and abide by social distancing recommen-
dations, at least six feet apart, with the exception of immediate family. 

4. There will be no congregational singing.  All hymnals, Bibles, cards, pencils and cushions 
will be removed from the sanctuary.  Music may be provided by our Music Director and/
or designated soloist, who will be at a safe distance from worshippers.   

5. At least two trained ushers will be required for any in-person worship.  Doors to the 
buildings will be locked until ushers are in place.  Worshippers will be allowed to enter 
through one of two doors into the foyer from the parking lot or the door facing River 
Road.  Worshippers will exit through the door leading to the porte cochere.  One usher 
will be in the foyer, the other at the door leading to the porte cochere.  Ushers will assist 
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people in finding seating in places that are marked for seating.  There will be no bulletins. 

6. Offering plates will be set at the two entrance doors and the one exit door. They will not 
be passed around in worship. 

7. On Communion Sundays, there will be no sharing of elements.  Worshippers will either 
bring their own elements or partake symbolically. 

8. There will be no fellowship gathering and no coffee hour after worship.  If weather al-
lows, worshippers may speak with each other outdoors after worship, observing social 
distancing and the wearing of masks. 

9. Physical greetings such as handshakes and hugs will not be allowed. 

10. Thorough cleaning protocols will take place before and after every worship service. 

11. The Sunday worship service will continue to focus on those participating by virtual mode. 

12. Signed waivers will not be required for members or for Sunday worship. 

13. Names of all worshippers will be recorded. 

14. Downstairs bathrooms will be open and use encouraged only as necessary. 
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Any student who is interested in applying for the Rumson Presbyterian Scholarship can 
submit the application form, found on the next page or downloadable from the Forms & 
Files page of our website (https://rumsonpresbyterian.org/forms/). Please fill out, sign and 
return the application to: 
 

NURTURE COMMISSION 
c/o Church Office  

Rumson Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 399 

Rumson NJ 07760 
All applications are due back by June 1st 

Rumson Presbyterian Scholarship Fund 
College, Camp or Seminary Scholarship Application 



 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ___________________________                 Date of Birth: _________________________ 

Parent or Guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Applying for: Camp Johnsonburg __________          College __________             Seminary __________  

                         Other Faith-Based Summer Camping Program (please explain)_____________________ 

Applicant confirmed member of Rumson Presbyterian Church: Yes _______ No _______ 

 □ Attends Church School  

 □ Attends our youth group 

 □ Participates in music program    

 □ Performed or participated in church services 

 □ Attends church services with some degree of regularity 

 □ Has officially represented our church in performing a community service 

 □ Other (describe) _____________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature _______________________________________   Date _____________________ 

 

PLEASE FILL OUT APPLICATION, SIGN IT, AND MAIL IT TO: 
NURTURE COMMISSION 

c/o Church Office  Rumson Presbyterian Church  P.O.  Box 399  Rumson, NJ 07760 
All Scholarship applications are due back by June 1st 

 

For College/Seminary Scholarships:  

Please attach a one-page essay on the following topics:  

Entering Freshman: What faith-based activities have you participated in while in high school? What 
leadership responsibilities have you held in these activities? How have these activities been meaningful 
to you in your faith journey? How do you plan to continue your faith journey as you enter college?  

Upper Class: What faith-based activities have you participated in college? What leadership responsibili-
ties have you held in these activities? How have these activities been meaningful to you in your faith 
journey? If you were responsible for providing opportunities on your campus to reach out to students 
struggling with their faith, what would you do? 

We will meet with each seminarian from Rumson on a case-by-case basis. 

For Camp Scholarship: Check off Church activities which apply to child/youth: 

 

Rumson Presbyterian Scholarship Fund 
COLLEGE, CAMP OR SEMINARY SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATION 



 

Early Risers 

If you want to stop drinking call: 1-908-687-8566 
or (toll free from NJ area codes): 1-800-245-1377 

24 hours a day / 7 days a week. 

For a list of local A.A. meetings, visit www.nnjaa.org/# 
For information about A.A. visit www.nnjaa.org 

Giving 

Rumson Presbyterian Church is excited to partner with the Presbyterian Foundation and 
Vanco Payment Solutions to bring you our GivePlus Online Giving page (https://
rumsonpresbyterian.org/giving/).   

We are also listed in the GivePlus Mobile App, which can be downloaded to your 
smartphone, making Online Giving even easier. This YouTube video explains how to get and 
use the App. In addition, here are links to two more documents about the service and the 
App: “Vanco GivePlus Church FAQs for Donors” and “Vanco GivePlus Church How it Works”. 

Note: 2% of your GivePlus donation will be retained as an administrative fee by the Presby-
terian Foundation. 

Community News 



 

Caring for God’s Earth 

Submitted by Diane Burke and Sue Smith 

John and Diane Burke have a presentation on their passive house project.   It is a presenta-
tion for Earth Week that Sierra Club is calling Green Your Life.  Mr. Miller, who is organizing 
the week of presentations, asked if we would contribute. So this is the video that will go out 
to potentially 80,000 NJ residence on Wednesday.  We are proud to be part of the solutions 
and innovation that are happening to combat Climate Change.  We want to share this video 
with the members of our church being that we are part of the Earth Care Congrega-
tion.  Enjoy!  

 
To view the video, go to  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FDHmQf3uUUNvuEUdoktcQEI6zGR2jf_4/view  
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A Meditation (from Richard Rohr) 

The Contemplative Call to Nature : The Whole Is in 
the Parts 

by Richard Rohr, OFM 
April 19, 2021 

    St. Augustine (354–430) proclaimed in one of his great sermons, “The end will be the one 
Christ, loving himself.” [1] Paul preceded St. Augustine when he wrote that, in the end, “God 
will be all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28). They saw creation as coming full circle. 

    Both Augustine and Paul are pointing out that the Eternal One has come forth and has tak-
en on form and manifestation in the whole of creation: humans, animals, plants, elements, 
the galaxies, and all the endless forms and faces that have come forth from God. Everything 
in creation is the infinite self-emptying of God, and as such has inherent dignity and de-
serves respect and appreciation. 

    As Christ told Lady Julian of Norwich (1342–1416) when he showed her a small thing the 
size of a hazelnut nestled in her hand, “It is all that is created.” Julian understood that 
“Everything that is has its being through the love of God.” [2] Contemporary philosopher 
Ken Wilber puts it this way: everything is a holon—a part that replicates the whole. 

    St. Bonaventure (1221–1274) taught that to work up to loving God, start with the easier 
lesson of loving the very humblest and simplest things, and then move up from there. “Let 
us place our first step in the ascent at the bottom, presenting to ourselves the whole materi-
al world as a mirror, through which we may pass over to God, the Supreme Craftsman,” he 
wrote. And further, “The Creator’s supreme power, wisdom and benevolence shine forth in 
created things.” [3] 

    I encourage you to apply this spiritual insight quite literally. Don’t start by trying to love 
God, or even people. Love rocks and elements first, move to trees, then animals, and then 
humans. It works. In fact, it might be the only way to love, because how you do anything is 
how you do everything. 

    Our job as conscious humans is to awaken early to this innate beauty and goodness in all 

https://cac.org/richard-rohr/richard-rohr-ofm/
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of creation. Why wait until heaven when we can enjoy the Divine Flow in all of nature now? 

    Being fully present to the soul of all things allows us to say, “This is good. This is enough. 
In fact, this is all I need.” We are now situated in the One Loving Gaze that unites all things in 
universal attraction and appreciation. This is enlightenment and we do not have to sit on a 
cushion for forty years to recognize and enjoy it. In fact, I can almost guarantee that we will 
recognize and enjoy it more as we spend more time in the natural world with slow and quiet 
realization. And then a leap of deep contentment! 

References: 
[1] Augustine, homily on 1 John 5:1–3, in Augustine: Later Works, ed. and trans. John Burna-
by (Westminster Press: 1955), 341. 

[2] Julian, Showings, chapter 5, in The Showings of Julian of Norwich: A New Transla-
tion, Mirabai Starr (Hampton Roads: 2013), 13. 

[3] Bonaventure, The Soul’s Journey into God, 1.9–10, trans. Ewert Cousins (Paulist Press: 
1978), 63. 

Adapted from Richard Rohr, Just This (CAC Publishing: 2017), 36–37; and 

The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, Hope for, and 
Believe (Convergent: 2021, 2019), 57. 

Pastor John’s Weekly E-Mails : April 

Post-Easter Life (Apr 7) 

Sunday April 11 brings us back to the story of “Doubting Thomas.” As I looked again at this 
story in John’s Gospel, I was caught by the other designation of Thomas. The Gospel doesn’t 
call him “Doubting Thomas,” but Thomas the twin. I will reflect on this detail along with Je-
sus’ sending of the disciples just as he had been sent by God. The Scripture readings are Acts 
4:32-35 and John 20:19-31. The sermon is called, “The Sending.” For the hymn after the ser-
mon, Andreea will lead us in “What a Wonderful World,” popularized by Louis Armstrong. 

The church in its wisdom has created a season of Easter observance and celebration. The 
season of Easter began last Sunday. It does not end until Pentecost, which this year falls on 
May 23. We are invited not to think of Easter as a one-off event, but as a living reality which 
invites and empowers our own calling toward transformation in Christ. Christ lives and 
draws us into our own experience of resurrection with Christ here and now. How do we 
open ourselves to a greater awareness of and participation in this life of the risen Christ 
which dwells in us and which is about the work of renewing all of creation? 

Continued on next page... 
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Allowing Easter (Apr 14) 

This Sunday, April 18, we will be visited on Zoom by Gwendolyn Love, the Executive Director 
of Lunch Break, a local ministry which we have supported for many years. Our Mission Com-
mission has decided to designate our May Mission Envelopes to support Lunch Break. Dur-
ing announcements, Gwen will give us a brief update on the work of Lunch Break. Be sure to 
get into worship early so that you will not miss her remarks. 

The Scripture readings for Sunday are 1 John 3:1-7 and Luke 24:36b-48. The sermon is “New 
Mind and Heart” and the “hymn” after the sermon will be “The Fool on the Hill” by the Beat-
les. 

As we continue our journey in the season of Easter, it is appropriate for us to ponder deeply 
how Christ’s resurrection is working in us in our lives right now. It may not be in the ways 
that we think. We tend to label every experience which comes our way, according to our 
own limited experience and our natural preferences and aversions. Something happens that 
we like and we label this experience as good, maybe as a sign of resurrection hope. Some-
thing happens that upsets us or makes us feel less content and secure and we label it as bad, 
and wonder if our faith makes any difference at all. 

Those who have come closest to the living presence of Christ in this life remind us that often 
we are looking in the wrong places and in the wrong ways to be able to find this living pres-
ence. A twentieth century mystic, Thomas Merton hints at this reality in one of his books: 

“What is serious to [men] is often very trivial in the sight of God. What in God might 
appear to us as ‘play’ is perhaps what He Himself takes most seriously. At any rate the 
Lord plays and diverts himself in the garden of His creation, and if we could let go of 
our own obsession with what we think is the meaning of it all we might be able to hear 
His call and follow Him in His mysterious, cosmic dance. We do not have to go very far 
to catch echoes of that game, and of that dancing. When we are alone on a starlit 
night; when by chance we see migrating birds descending on a grove of junipers to rest 
and eat; when we see children in a moment they are really children; when we know 
live in our own hearts; or when, like the Japanese poet Basho we hear an old frog land 
in a quiet pond with a solitary splash—at such times the awakening, the turning inside 
out of all values, the ‘newness,’ the emptiness and the purity of vision that make them-
selves evident, provide a glimpse of the cosmic dance.”  

I trust that we all have tasted of such experiences which Merton calls the cosmic dance of 
God. The spiritual path we take and work that we do are the movements of grace within our 
hearts to bring us to a place where our awareness of this dance and of the living presence 
infuse more and more of our waking moments. The blessings of Easter be with you all!  
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Resurrection, however, remakes us at a fundamental level. It changes us to our core. The ris-
en Jesus had some similarities with the pre-risen Jesus, but also significant differences. He 
was still a person, but there was a cosmic feel to his personhood that made him less cozy—if 
Jesus ever was safe and cozy—and as much a part of heaven as he was of earth. Remember 
how Jesus told Mary Magdalene not to hold onto him after she recognized him? It’s not that 
Jesus was any less loving or compassionate. His love was now beyond the anxiety and 
clutchiness of pre-resurrection human beings. He was beginning to teach human beings how 
to access more of a heavenly orientation now in this earthly life. The Spirit of Christ dwells 
within us and if we work at letting go of our natural anxiety and clutchiness, Christ’s Spirit 
will begin to orient us to resurrection life here and now. 

As the resurrected Christ becomes more a conscious part of our inner life, then our need to 
label and to react to events softens. We begin to sense that within us which is not attached 
to certain outcomes, but can sense a wholeness which trusts the Life which is living through 
us. Circumstances may not look appealing to us, but there is something within us which is 
greater than any fleeting circumstance. We learn to trust that the resurrected Christ is pre-
sent and working within us for a new quality of life which renews us through and through. 
We are still ourselves, but we are also something more. And this happens not through our 
achieving and exertion, but through our surrender and allowing. Our Easter practice is to 
practice letting go of our familiar selves and to attend to that deeper life and presence as 
our new center of personhood. 

Christ is risen and is working for our transformation and resurrection too. May we begin to 
experience this new reality in us more and more. Easter blessings!  

Changing Self, Changing World? (Apr 22) 

This Sunday, April 25, our Scripture readings will be I John 3:16-24 and John 10:11-18. The 
sermon title is “The Meaning of Love.” In these passages, Jesus calls us to follow the same 
path that he took of laying down our lives for one another. I will contend that this command 
from Jesus is so radical that it constitutes nothing less than taking a path of continual chang-
ing and letting go of self. It is Earth Day this Thursday and I believe that Jesus’ command that 
we take such a path leads us also to the work of changing how we live in the world. 
Matthew Fox speaks of a deep transformation of consciousness and behavior which he de-
scribes as a move from the Egoic to the Ecozoic era. Andreea will sing “Hummingbird” by 
Seals and Crofts as the hymn, which points to such a profound shift. 

So, is it true? Is it true that our inner lives change and grow, and that this inner change re-
sults in a world that is different? If change happens, perhaps it happens in the opposite di-
rection. Perhaps, conditions in the world change which lead us to make changes of adapta-
tion within ourselves. Or, another possibility is to claim that people and the world remain 
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Befriending the Unknown (Apr 28) 

the same, or should remain the same. 

It would be hard to argue that the world does not change. Even in our lifetimes, the reality 
of change is obvious. Looked at from the perspective of centuries and millennia, the change 
that we see is dramatic and compelling. What we can see as well, is how the exterior world 
and the inner structures of human consciousness mirror each other. It’s something of a 
chicken and egg question as to which comes first, but the reality of change appears to be un-
deniable. 

The question, then, seems to be: how do we participate with change? Do we bring con-
sciousness to this process, or do we resist, deny and pretend that nothing dynamic is going 
on among us? As we read from 1 John 3:2 last Sunday, “We are children of God now; what 
we will become has not yet been revealed.” In the following sentence we are told that we 
will be like Christ, for we will truly see him as he is, not only as we imagine him to be. 

There is a holy restlessness in Scripture that we, as God’s children now, get on with the work 
of cooperating with our eventual transformation into seeing Christ clearly and becoming like 
him. The greatest among us testify that this transformation doesn’t happen by accident, but 
by intention, discipline and much inner and outer work.  

As we celebrate Earth Day in this beautiful time of year, we are invited into reflection about 
our relationship with the earth. If we are willing, of course, we will begin to see a deeper 
truth about ourselves; that we are not only in relationship with the earth, but that we are 
the earth in human form. Earth care requires not only a change in our doing, but also our 
being. Earth care requires a deepening of love for self and other and the earth. How can we 
love God and not also love, with all our being, all that God has made? 

Yes, change is coming. The good news is that we do not need to fear the change. If we open 
ourselves sincerely, we will experience the God of the future coming to us in the change. We 
will begin to understand that all that has been made by God is being drawn by God into a 
greater fullness and eventual fulfillment in God. This journey requires trust and courage, yet 
we can trust that God is in it and working with us in it all. May we be blessed into the new-
ness of God’s work! 

TThis Sunday, May 2, is Communion Sunday. Bring your own elements. The Scripture read-
ings are 1 John 4:7-21 and John 15:1-8. The sermon title is “Love and Fear” and the “hymn” 
after the sermon will be “Put a Little Love in Your Heart” by Jackie DeShannon.  

Although we are not yet past this pandemic which has dominated our lives for more than a 
year, there are signs of us turning the corner. The numbers of those vaccinated increase dai-
ly and with the warmer weather, there is a sense that we are not as isolated as before. We 
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are still primarily doing church virtually, but we are planning for the day when more of us 
will want to come to church in-person. 

There is a desire to return to normal. I also see, however, many expressing a desire that we 
don’t waste this crisis, but use it to stimulate us to create a new and better normal when our 
lives become less restricted. Has this past year afforded you more time for reflection? Has it 
given you an ability to look at our lives and the world with fresh eyes? Is this time giving us 
permission and encouragement to create our lives and our world anew? 

I hope that this past year has stimulated many of us to deepen our work on our spiritual 
lives. The spiritual is so counter-instinctive in our culture which prioritizes decisive action. 
The spiritual encourages us to practice deep pauses and active listening. This realm is more 
about living with questions than finding and defending answers. 

One thing that I have noticed—how can you not—is how quickly we all go to a posture of 
defensiveness when confronting our differences. I think that our heated intolerance of one 
another reveals our hidden anxiety in the face of the epochal change which is before us, but 
which we are reluctant to face. Notice the tendency to defend our point-of-view and to 
judge other points-of -view as crazy or evil. As I listen to people on opposite sides of issues, I 
hear very similar concerns—that the other side will take us on a path of destruction. Is such 
a reaction of fear blinding us from seeing the larger truth that we are moving into a future 
which is in-breaking and unknown? Are all of us afraid to trust what is taking place among 
us? In our anxiety, are we unconsciously, looking for a place to relieve our anxiety by holding 
onto our perspective and judging differing ones? What would happen if we welcomed un-
certainty and differences? Does the future require us to loosen our grip on what we see and 
to allow new possibilities to grow? 

I was thinking out loud to someone recently about our times and laughed and said, “I don’t 
know.” I felt embarrassed because I have the idea that I am supposed to know things. He felt 
my embarrassment and said, “No. Not knowing is really important. It may be the way that 
growth happens.” 

It’s okay not to know. Even Jesus admitted that there were things about the future that he 
did not know. But he trusted in God and invited us to do the same. The spiritual work we do 
is never wasted. It is always valuable, for it calls us to embrace our unknowing as a way of 
living by faith in the new world which God is working to create—with our help. Blessings all! 
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~Please check our website at www.rumsonpresbyterian.org for calendar updates~ 

*WATERSPIRIT sponsored event. All are welcome. 

www.rumsonprebyterian.org 

MAY 2021 
May 5 Wed Wisdom Group 7:00pm 
May 6 Thu National Day of Prayer 
May 9 Sun Mother’s Day 
May 12 Wed Wisdom Group 7:00pm 
May 13 Thu Ascension of the Lord 
May 17 Mon Racial Equity Group 7:00pm 
May 18 Tue Session 7:00pm 
May 19 Wed Wisdom Group 7:00pm 
May 23 Sun Day of Pentecost 9:45am 
May 24 Mon Mission Committee 7:30pm 
May 26 Wed Wisdom Group 7:00pm 
May 30 Sun Trinity Sunday 9:45am 
May 31 Mon Memorial Day 
 

JUNE 2021 
Jun 6 Sun Congregational Meeting 11:00am 
Jun 14 Mon Flag Day 
Jun 14 Mon Racial Equity Group 7:00pm 
Jun 15 Tue Session 7:00pm 
Jun 20 Sun Father’s Day 
Jun 21 Mon First Day of Summer 
Jun 28 Mon Mission Committee 7:30pm 
 

http://www.rumsonpresbyterian.org
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Rumson-388520077828894/

